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0. Introduction 

1. The Udder-angry Travelers-off 

2. Seyndey and the Coyote 

3. Seyndey and the Mountain Ghosts 

0. The following texts are from the late 
Delos K. Lonewolf and from his stepson, 
Paul McKenzie, both of them native speak- 
ers of Kiowa. The Kiowa Indian language 
is now spoken at and about Anadarko, Okla- 
homa; an eariier home may have been sev- 
eral hundred miles northwest: Mooney 
traced back Kiowa tribal history to occu- 
pancy of a part of the region of the head- 
waters of the Missouri River, in what is now 
the vicinity of the Yellowstone National 
Park. Kiowa stories have no definite titles, 
but for purpose of ready identification titles 
have been put on these. 

1. The Udder-angry Travelers-off 

Vho-w"^-'hey'dl n^' hae-'tey^dl tVp 
how 'dlhey 'dl. [ Tlwy-were-trcweling-along and 
someone an-antelope kiUed.] '»'p^-y*nQ-y' 
n<}) kyse'taey'ki' tsqe'nhey'dl. [They-were- 
huichering-it and ihe-chief came-up.] t'»'p 
p^y'ndw • 'dey ' bg • 'whey*dl g«' o) • 'zaey^ 
'^'h-w'hey'dl. [The-antehpe hvichered he- 
saw and the-deer-udders he-iook.] lu^' ki • 'g^ae' 
kw^dey' kyse 'taey'ki' tssg'nhey 'dl gw' 'w • 'zseyA 
kh<e)-'t«-'dey\ \Then later the-other chief 
came-up and the-deer-vdders he-wanted.] in^' 
kw^dey' kyse'taey'ki* "h<}»-'nQyV' tg-'wu^y^, 
hcjj'n V-'Hw^'hey'dl. [But the-other chief 
"nOf^^ he-said J not he-granted.] ru^' kco^dey': 
" 'w'dey'p'gco' n<{>' V»" tg • 'wn^y^. [And (he- 
other-one: ''Half give-me,'^ he-said.] m^' 
kw'dey': **h<o-'n§y'," tg-'wney^. [And the- 
other-one ''no,^^ he said.] nQy'gco' i-'dey' 
sw"w'dey'hyey'dl. [And-already this-one 
was-angry.] gw' hey'gw' V'gcj^dey' 

kyqe-'hyow'p gw' mqs-'yo'wp te-y'phwy' 
'^Vinto^v^tw' gw' hey'gco' 



'^y'mho-w'tae*dlhey'dl. [And now his-own 
men and women aU he-gaihered and now they- 
traveled-off apart.] 

'o'hyw'gw* hse'yse' '©'bse-'kyse'dey*. 
\Those-ones somewhere they-werU.] mtp'n 
hae'gyfie' 'fie'tw'. [Maybe somewhere they-are- 
staying.] 'o • 'zse'lco • 'how'p 'qe'n '^'ymkh<^mffi\ 
[The-itdder-angry-travelers-off indeed they-are 
called.] hflB-'gyaB' '»'t*»w'dey^ Kwy'gu'. 
[Somewhere ihere-are-staying Kiowas.] 
'o'wtey 'hw • ' gyse^h^y^tey *dft)\ { That-is-aU 
thai-ihere-is-to-ihe'Story.] 

2. Seyndey and the Coyote 

s^y'ndey' 'qB-'heynll nsf" ts»'gw ki-'dey^. 
[Seyndey wax-tramling-along and (he-prairie- 
dogs were-encamped.] hey'ga)' w'p'kco 
bejrtow'dfi)' dey'^y'm 'ey'sae't'dey'dey^. 
[Wherever there (heir-houses were (hey-sat- 
sunning-(hemsehes.] n^ygw' s^y'ndey' 

tgw'n^y^, "h^--', s^y^gi'di}?'. [Where- 
upon Seyndey said/^Hae"', nephews.] 
h<j)'ndey ' th^y 'm^y 'dl b«*ku • 'yw' ; 

w'p'kw^thw'p h(f)'ngco' 'Qy'myffiy'gu^nmce)' g«* 
gy8e*y«y'b»"8edldae'd«\ [Seemingly lonely 
ye-sit; away-from-here o(hers are-dancing 
and are-en joying-(hemsehes.] h<e)'ndey' 

thqey'm^y'dl bae'ku • 'yw'. [Seemingly lonely 
ye-sit] bsB^'qe' m^" bey'yaey'gi|*n; 
thqay'm^y'dl bse'ku-'yw'. [Come-ye and let- 
us-dance-with-merriment; lonely ye-sit.] 
bey'yaey'gu'n." [Let-us-dance-with-mer- 

riment."] 

hey'gw' 'ey'tsg-'ts^'ndc{)-'m^-y' tsae-'gw'. 
[Then they-came-running, (he-prairie-dogs. ] 
"hsB-'tsow", hw' hey'gco' te-y' bae'dw'?" 
tg-w'n^y* s^y'ndey'. ["iVoit;, interrogative 
already dU ye-are-hereV^ said Seyndey.] 
"h«-', hey'gw' te-y' 'ey'dw'," 'ey'tg-w'nQy^. 
["Fes, already all we-are-here" they-said.] 

" 'qs • 'khow*, bae't'khow'm<{> • 'how' 1" 

tg-w'n^y^, "n^y' hey'tw'gu' 'se'baB-'t'w' 
kw^dl pw'dlkhw^thgy' dey't'ae'dltw'," gw 
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liey'ga)' gyae'^aey^hyey'dl. l*^Now, he-ye- 
ready! he-said, *'htU wait-ye, I-have-lo-go, you- 
know, a-drumstick I-shaU-cut" and 
thereup(m he-went.] hey'gw' 'w'k'kw' 

bey 't'to • w'd<i) • 'm^y^^dey "^y'm 
bey't^tse-'dey^. [Now there wherever-their- 
homes-were ihey-were-staying,] hey'gw' 
tsqe'nhey'dl gw* 'ae-'thgy' 'ey'do-w'dey^, gw' 
hey'gw' 'ey'k«'d8B'dlph<i) • 'du • 'pey'hey 'dl. 
[Now he-returned and a-drumstick he-had, and 
now he-had-them-stand-in-a-drcle.] 

"b8B*&w'd»'dlph(j) • V' tQ • wn^*, n§y'g«' 
'ey 'l:«'dae'dlph<{) • 'hey *dl. [" Stand-ye-in-a- 
drde,'' he-said, now they-stood-in-a- 
drde,] sycp'nhey'dldey' hey'g«' 'ow' 
hgw'nph^^yhey'dl. [The-smaUest-one now 
then he-placed-at-ihe-end.] "'^'khow*," 
tg-w'n^^, "dey'dw-'psey^dey'tw' ncf)' hey'gw' 
bey'giiAn. ["Now," he-said, "when-I-sing 
then already ye-nvust-dance.] hey'gw' 
Vp'kw' baB'de-y'dey"Qy'in bey'gu^n. 
[Wherever there ye-are-standing dance- 
ye,] hey'gti)' dey'dw • 'p*8By^dey*t&>* m^' 
hey'gco' 'wphw-' bey'gi^n — 'w'p'kw' 
b©*de-y'yw'dey"?y'm." [Now when-I-start- 
singing, then already there dance-ye — there 
where-ye-are-standing . "] 

'^•*khowA, 'w-'gw' 
'^y'mdw • 'W^ • *hey'dldey *tsow' hey'gw' 
t'«'k*kw't 'ey'gu^'^-'hey'dl. [Now,hewhile- 
he-was-singing already over-the-head he- 
had-been-hitting-ihem. ] k'^^'Qw'mqjy* 

hpw'nde • y 'de • y ' dey 'bey 't • bar* ' 

gy8e'tae'*8BtsQ't«-'be*y\ [lAUk-One stand- 
ing-at-the-end in-the-meantime had-heen- 
squint-vHitching.] hey'gw' s^y'ndey' 

ku^hae*' phey'hey'dl n^y'gw' 

t^y'mbw'dey'hyey'dl. [Now Seyndey was- 
going-to-hit-him when he-scampered-off.] 
iiQy'gw' gu^hey'dl g«' go'w'bey'hyey'dl. 
[Now he-strv^k-at-him, hut he-missed-him.] 

"g<{>'!*' tg-'n^yA, "htjj'ndey' 

ts^y'ntow'dV'gwM VVoV he-said, ''some- 
thing palatdblel"] "g<p'! gcj)'!" ['VolgoV'] 
nw' khow'dey'dey' spw'ndg-w'gey' bey't'hw' 
gyae'thaB^dldtj)' 'm^'y'dey "Qy ' 'ey'mgq'nhey 'dl. 
[And suddenly in-the-grass in-the-meantime 
where-there-was-a-hoh he-entered.] "hqe • • • '; 



h<i)'ndey' ts^'ntow'dl(i)''gwM" poy' wy^ 
tQ*w'n§*y\ [Hx • • • \* something palatableV 
now again he-said.] "n^y' hae*'tsow"»'dl; 
guy^gw' ki"8e*'ba)' hey'go)' 'ey 't'bg'w'nyi'^tw ' 
tssB* 'g«\ ["Bui why-care; posthuTnous people 
stiU will-he-seeing prairie-dogs.] 

*»*'khow^, hey'gw' 'ey'towAtey'hyey'dl gw' 
'ey'hi-'hey'dl, g«' hey'gw' *ey'ki''ku-'hey'dl. 
[Now, then he-gaihered-them-together and he- 
carried-them, and now he-huiU-a-fire.] hey'gw' 
'ey'tsey'nw* 'they 'psw* 'hey 'dl. [Now he-pui- 
them-under-hot-coals.] hey'gw' 

*§y'msw'hey'dl gw' htp'ndow' tgw'hey^dl nw' 
'o*w'dey^ mci>-'th9w'tsQ*w'hi' '^'hey^dl. 
[Then he-sal-down and hy-chance glanced-up 
and there the-coyote was-coming-along.] 
thg-w'dey' *8B'h<j)'ndey' kw'dlkow'p'te'y', gw' 
'ey'hy^y'mde'y'qe-'hey'dl. [His-kg unih- 
som£-sticky-substance was-covered, and he- 
v)as-limping.] 

s^y'ndey' tQw'n^y^, "*qe * * * ', 

bey'hy^-y'deyM" [Seyndey said, "*qe"' ', 
go-away V*] 

n<j>' mv'thQw'tsg-w'hi' tg'w'n^y, "hcjj'ndey' 
thQ-w'sey' bse'tgit'ntw' nw' 

gffitz^y'mts'ffi^dlyi'tw'." [Bui the-coyote 
said, "Whatever hones you-discard then I- 
shdll-gnavhon."] 

"ny' bey'h^-y'dey'! ["But go-away I] 
*9-'g«' 'ae'khw'V'n n^y' g8B't.hQy'mb«'sffi't." 
[Myself poor now I-provided-for-myself."] 

tso'dlhw*' h8B"ow'tey't'tow' 

th^-y'daedw-'pey'hyey'dl. [Thus several- 
times he-requesied-him-to-Uave.] 

"h<{)'ndey' thg*w'sey' b»'t'gi|'ntw\ iko' 
gyaB'tz^y'mts'ae^dlyi-'tco*'/' poy' wy^ 
tg-w'nQ-y' nKjj-'thgw'tsgw'hi'. ["Whatever 
hemes you-discard, I shaU-gnaw-on," now 
again said the-coyote.] 

n^y'gw' SQy'ndey' tg-w'n^y^, "nw' 'se- 'khow^ ; 
bey'ts'^'ndey'. [Then Seyndey said, "Now 
what-do-you-say let-us-race.] hae'gaey^ 

bey'tho-w'dey'to)-' gw' hey'go)' bey't.h^'^n." 
[Whoever wins them then will-eat-them."] 

mw-'thgw'tsg-w'hi' tg-w'n^y^, ''thg-w'dey' 
'Qy'khow'p; hae^^bae' ts'^'ngyse'tsow' 'ae'dco'." 
[The-coyote said, "My leg is-paining-me; in- 
anything hut-a-racing-condition 7-a?n."] 
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n<{)' s^y'ndey' tg-w'n^y^, "ncp' ts'o'w' 
Vnkwy^ gyae't.h8e't'ph^y*t«\" [Bvi Seyn- 
dey said J '^But a-stone on-my-ankle I -shall- 
tie.*'] 

"n<g)' h»'*oy' bsB't.'fiey?" tg-w'n^y^ 

m<s)*'th9w*tsQ*whi\ ["But how-far shaU-we- 
go?" said ihe-coyote,] 

"nq?" *Q-y'hw' hey'gw' bse't/sey' gw' *o*w'pe' 
yi-'kyffi' pi'^gw' *?y'mb» khoy'dey'. {"Well 
right-there now we-shaU-start and Ihere-along 
4 hiUs we-shaHrgo tumingly.] hse'gysey* 
bffi't'^'mtsqB'nt'w* gi'g«' bey't.h^n," 
tQ'w'n^y^ s^y'ndey'. [Whoever arrives-ahead 
then will-eairthem-up" said Seyndey,] 

m^' imo*th9w*tsQ-w'hi* tg-w'!!^-^, *li«' 
thg-w'dey' '^y'khow'p n^y' b8B't*khow'*»y\" 
[And the-coyote said, "Hx'\ my-leg is-pain- 
ing-me, hut leVs-do-start"] 

hey*gw' '^y'mn<(>''how*dihey*dl n^'gw' 
sey'ndey' to-w'n^y*, *^-*khowA! 

b8B't*khow"8By\" n<j)' h^'gw' 

'^hse- 'pey 'hyey *dl. [ Then they-go-ready and 
Seyndey said, "Now, Ut-us-start," and rww 
they-started.] 

s^'ndey' hae'bey' gQw^m gw*bgw'heyMil 
n<f)* intjj'thgw'tsgw'hi* Vw'dey^ thg-w'dey' 
Vm<j>-'hey'dl iwt '8e'y8B'h8e*pey"^'hey*dl. 
[Seyndey cA-one-tirm hade glanced and ihe- 
coyote there his-leg hurt from-time-to-time he- 
was-carrying-it.] s^y'ndey' hey'gw' phi'gu'p 
ko'w'beyhyey'dl, jk^' nuj)-'thQW*ts9-w'hi* 
h«-"oy' bw'dey'hyey'dl phi'yw^. [Seyndey 
then over-the-hiU disappeared, and ihe-coyote 
finally appeared over-ihe-hill.] tgw'heyNil n<e)' 
s^y'ndey' hey'gw' yw'gu^t'phi-'guy' 

ko-w'bey'hyey'dl, n<^" hey'gw' Vntey'P 
t^y 'mbw- 'dey 'hyey 'dl — 
'q9'mh(j>'ndey'thg-w'khow'p.hiAyi-'dey\ 
[Looked now Seyndey now over-the-second-hill 
he-hoked-back, and already tumtail he-had- 
disappeared — ihe-one-whose-leg was-supposed 
to-he-paining .] n(^' s^y 'ndey ' 'tjjgw 'dlthw 'dey ' 
phi*'yw' p'cy'dey'hyey'dl gco' tgw'hey^dl 
n<{)' mcjj-'thow'tsg'w'hi' hey'gw' «p'kw'th«'p 
V'ntey 'p kgw^mp'se* 'dsedw 'hi* 'hey 'dl. t Then 
Seyndey over-the-next hill appeared and looked 
and the-coyote now away tumtail was-going-as- 
fast - as - he - could.] s^y'ndey' 



'^y'mki-'wthse-'dey'hyey^dl, "H%5'--'I 

'^y 'm '«• 'phcjj' ! ; ts*o- w ' V'nkwy^ 

gyae'tyffi'dltw*." [Seyndey hollered, "Hx—'l 
Stop-a-whilel the-stone on-my-ankle I-shaU- 
untie"] 

iKfi' m<{)*'thgw'tsg*w'hi' hey'gw' thgw'gw' 
ts^B'nhey'dl 'w'gw' tsae*'gw* 'ey'ts^'ncj)*'- 
they'ps«-'dey'dey"§y\ g«' hey'gw' *ey'khu^- 
dlhey'dl g«' *ae'p«'dley^ tssey'm^y'dl. [Now 
the-coyote already there hod-arrived himself 
ihe-prairie-dogs where-they-were-in-ihe-hot- 
coals there, cmd now puOmg-ihem-out then he- 
v)as-eaiing-ihem hurriedly.] te*y'ph«y' *ey'- 
hqenhey'dl. [All he-aie-up.] thg.w'sey' 
hey*gci>' gy»**cuy* Vthey'psw-'hey'dl, gw* hey'- 
go)' gysB^'ce y^hyey'dl. [The-^bones ihen he-re- 
placed-in-ihe-hotrcoals and ihen he-went-his- 
way.] 

s^'ndey' hey'go' tsqs'nhey'dl. [Seyndey 
ihen arrived.] "H^ • • • , hey'gw' mtp'n 'ey*- 
ts^y^ndo)'," tg-w'n§y^ dey'tsow' p»' khu'^- 
dlhey'dl, n<i>* thg-w'sey'g«*ki* 'ey'dcp-'mey^l 
[H% • • • , already surely ihey-mustrbe-cooked," 
he-said also one he-puUed-out, hut only-a-hone 
itrwasi] "hey'gw' 'ey*ts^y'nd«'," poy* '«y^ 
tg*w'hey*dl. ["Already they-are-done," now 
again he-said.] cruy^kw' thg-w'sey^bw* poy' 
'ey'khu^dlhey'dl gw* tg-w'n^yA, "ts^y^nd®'- 
dey't!" ["Ts^'ndx'deyV] poy' guy^kw' 
*ey' khu*dlhey*dl gw' poy\ "ts^y'ndae'dey^t !" 
[Now another-one he-puUed-otU and now, 
"Ts^'ndx'dey'tl"] 'gy^ tg-w'hey'dl. [Again 
he said-U.] "cryaB'ts^y'ndw' dow* ki-'h^-y' 
gyse'dw'," <i>-dey^, bey't.h«-' hey'gw' m«*'- 
thgw'tsg-w'hi' te*y' ts8B-'g«' *«'thqe^nd<i)**me*y' 
g<o' thg-w'sey* dey'ki* '^'n «*'they'psw'de-y\ 
["It-is-overdone for wUhout-meat it-is," he- 
ihmight, not-knowing already the-coyote all 
the-prairie-dogs had-ecUen-up and the-hones 
merely indeed had-left-huried-in-the-coals.] 

"htp'ndey' khcw'bey'dl '^y'V'm^'y'/' ^Q- 
w'n^y^ s^y'ndey'. ["Something dirty he-did- 
me," said Seyndey.] '^y'mhco'^hey'dlgw'. 
[He-discover ed-ihe-situMion.] "htp'ndey' m({)'n 
'ey'ts^y'nt'ow'dlv'nc})' !" [" Something surely 
so-palatahler'] 

hey'gco' '^y'mgo)' mtp-'thgw'tsg-w'hj' '^b'- 
nk<i)-'V'nda>-'m§*y' ^v' hey'gw' s^y'ndey' 
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Vnhi''hey*dl. [Now ihereaboyis ihe-coyote 
lejirhis-greasy-tracks now already Seyndey 
was-tracking-hiin.] *Q*y'g«^' 'gwhse^ bow^p*- 
pey'd^y*tso*w'de-y\ gw' kcw^dow' the*y'- 
de*y'. [This-feUow there wa^-taking-a-heUy- 
fuU-nap, and very asleep-he-was.] s^y'ndey' 
hey'go)' de-y'dey^ gw' V*'dey'^, "hse'yse' 
gyae'hsey'Vnato)**?" [Seyndey now stood and 
ifumght, ''What shaU-I-do-with-him?"] hey'gw' 
ts*o*w' hw'hey'dl gw' m(j)*'l:c{)*n w'sp'w'n^y*, 
gw* in<ij-' ts9*w' w'V'nihey^dl. [Now a-stone 
he-picked-up, and his-nose he-hegan-to-file, 
and like an-awl he-made-it.] "hyse*^!" tg-w'- 
n^-^, "bey'hae^! bae'bffi*' 'oy'gw* thg-w' dw*'- 
<iey"§y; bey'thQ*w'Vkw's<{)'mb9*w\" 

V'Hyxr he-said, ''get-up! let-us-go there 
ihe-ioater where-is; we-shall-look-aX-oursehes- 
in-it:'] 

n^'gw' *$y'b8e*'hey*dl, '^y'nthg-'Vkw'stjj'- 
mb9w't«-'dey'pe*y'dow\ [Now ihey-went, to 
look-at-themselves-in-the-v)ater.] n^y'gw' s§y'- 
ndey' tQ-w^n^y*, "'^-'khowA, 'qe'mbey'khow'- 
th9*w'V'ka)'sc{)'mb9-w\ m^" hey'gw' n<{)*' ki*'- 
gysB\" [Now Seyndey said, "Now, you 
look-ai-yourself-in-the-water, and then I 
next,"] mqj-'thgw'tsg-w'hj' hey'gw' 

dsB^dlbw-'dej'^'hyey'dl gw* '§y'mb9*w'hey^dl. 
[The-coyote now stuck-out-his-full-head-over- 
ihe-water and saw-himself.] *?*'gc«)' *§y'mpe*- 
y'hyey^dl g«' g9*^m pe-y'ko*w'bey'hyey'dl. 
[Himself he-frightened and backward fell}] 

s^'ndey' tsco^ tsse^'gw' 'ey'V'mhey^dldey'- 
pe*y'dow\ '§*y'hw" ae'dl hey'tw' kaB*'hi"§y'm 
'ey'sQ-y'thqB'mdw', kw't wy'gw' thse^dlgu' 
*ey't'kw"ey't'gu'nm<i>' mcj)-' hwy^gw' hae'gyae' 
*ey'ki'dldey"§y' 'ae'V'nigy8e"^y\ [Seyndey 
thus to-ihe-prairie-dogs having-done, even- 
nowadays now toward-anyone they-are-sus- 
pidous, indeed there into-the-holes they-fleeing- 
enier v^ whenever close to-where-they-live one- 
gets.] '^•'kho^^^, poy' w-'gw' s^y'ndey' 
moj-'thgw'tsg-w'hi' m<«)*'kc{j*n w'sg-w'hey^- 
dldey'pe*y*doAv', '^-y'^w^'ae'dl hey'tco' mtp-'- 
^^'n mw-'thgwtsg'w'hyow'p mw*' tsg-w'gw' 
bey't'do)'. [Now, now he, Seyndey, the-coyote 
his-nose filed-hecause, nowadays now noses of- 
coyotes like awls are.] 

^ This is the idiom for saying that he fell dead. 



tso)^ 'qe'n *iey'inth<4>*'tey't'tco\ [Thus in- 
deed they-teU-ihe-story.] 
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